
1. Draw a head and a tail for 
your dragon on white 
card.

2. Colour in and carefully 
cut out the head and the 
tail. Ask a grown-up if 
you need help using 
scissors.

3. Concertina fold a long 
strip of paper for the body  

4. Glue the head to one end 
and the tail to the other 
end of the body.

5. Tape or glue a stick or 
straw to each end of your 
puppet. 

2024 is the Year of the Dragon, 
beginning on February 10th, 2024. 

In Chinese culture, the Dragon is an 
auspicious and extraordinary 
creature, unparalleled in talent and 
excellence. It symbolises power, 
nobility, honor, luck, and success. 

The Dragon is the fifth animal sign in 
the Chinese zodiac cycle. If you were 
born in 2024, 2012, 2000, 1988, 1976, 
1964, 1952, then your Chinese zodiac 
sign is Dragon.

Make a New Year Dragon Puppet!
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Use cardboard and tape 
(eg. an old cereal box) to 
make a 3D dragon head.

Next level ideas! Make a more 3D concertina body 
by gluing 2 strips of paper 
together at right angles, folding 
the bottom strip over the top strip 
and then the top strip over the 
bottom strip repeatedly. Glue the 
ends together well. 

Make a ‘paperchain’ body 
by looping strips of paper 
together.

A Japanese New Year’s postcard for 1940, the Year 
of the Metal Dragon. Seiryū or Qinglong (the Azure 
Dragon) is a Sino-Japanese dragon, who shows five 
claws to indicate his Chinese origins, as native 
Japanese dragons have three claws.

Make a dragon costume!
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